WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
International Bureau 




PCT 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(51) International Patent Classification 6 : 
A47D 15/00 



Al 



(11) International Publication Number: WO 99/51127 

(43) International Publication Date: 14 October 1999 (14.10.99) 



(21) International Application Number: PCT/US99/07300 

(22) International Filing Date: 2 April 1999 (02.04.99) 



(30) Priority Data: 

09/055,812 



6 April 1998 (06.04.98) 



US 



(63) Related by Continuation (CON) or Continuation-in-Part 
(CIP) to Earlier Application 

US 09/055,812 (CON) 

Filed on 6 April 1998 (06.04.98) 



(71)(72) Applicant and Inventor: RAND, Jennifer, S. [US/US]; 
5021 - 46th Avenue N.E., Seattle, WA 98105 (US). 

(74) Agent: McGURL, Barry, F.; Christensen, O'Connor, Johnson 
& Kindness PLLC, Suite 2800, 1420 Fifth Avenue, Seattle, 
WA 98101 (US). 



(81) Designated States: AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, 
BY, CA, CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES. FI, GB, GD. 
GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, 
KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, MG, MK, 
MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, 
SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZW, 
ARIPO patent (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SL, SZ, UG, 
ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, 
TM), European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, 
FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, FT, SE), OAPI patent 
(BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, 
SN, TD, TG). 



Published 

With international search report. 
With amended claims. 



(54) Title: BABY BOTTLE HOLDER 
(57) Abstract 

A baby bottle holder (10) for holding a baby bottle (93) 
within ready access of a feeding infanL The bottle holder 
(10) includes a bottle support (12) that stably and securely 
holds a baby bottle (93), a cover (28) that encloses the bottle 
support (12) and a strap (78) for securely attaching the baby 
bottle holder (10) to a horizontal support member. The baby 
bottle holder (10) retains a baby bottle (93) at an angle that 
facilitates the flow of a liquid nutrient within the baby bottle 
(93) towards an outlet denned by the bottle wall. The cover 
(28) can be removable and washable, and is in the shape of 
an animate object, preferably a cow. 




FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY 



Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCT. 



AL 


Albania 


ES 


Spam 


LS 


Lesotho 


SI 


Slovenia 


AM 


Armenia 


FI 


Finland 


LT 


Lithuania 


SK 


Slovakia 


AT 


Austria 


FR 


France 


LU 


Luxembourg 


SN 


Senegal 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


LV 


Latvia 


sz 


Swaziland 


AZ 


Azerbaijan 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TD 


Chad 


BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TG 


Togo 


BB 


Barbados 


GH 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


Tajikistan 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


Turkmenistan 


BF 


Burkina Faso 


GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


Turkey 


BG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


Trinidad and Tobago 


BJ 


Benin 


IE 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA 


Ukraine 


BR 


Brazil 


IL 


Israel 


MR 


Mauritania 


UG 


Uganda 


BY 


Belarus 


IS 


Iceland 


MW 


Malawi 


US 


United States of America 


CA 


Canada 


IT 


Italy 


MX 


Mexico 


UZ 


Uzbekistan 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JP 


Japan 


NE 


Niger 


VN 


Viet Nam 


CG 


Congo 


KE 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


YU 


Yugoslavia 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzstan 


NO 


Norway 


ZW 


Zimbabwe 


CI 


Cote d'lvoire 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 






CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 






CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Korea 


PT 


Portugal 






CU 


Cuba 


KZ 


Kazakstan 


RO 


Romania 






CZ 


Czech Republic 


LC 


Saint Lucia 


RU 


Russian Federation 






DE 


Germany 


LI 


Liechtenstein 


SD 


Sudan 






DK 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SE 


Sweden 






EE 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 







WO 99/51127 



-1- 



PCT/US99/07300 



BABY BOTTLE HOLDER 
Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to baby bottle holders, and especially to baby 
bottle holders including a light-weight block enclosed in a removable, washable cover 
in the form of an animal 

Background of the Invention 
In the first few months of life an infant lacks the ability to finely coordinate the 
movement of its limbs. In particular, a very young infant has not yet acquired 
sufficient manual dexterity to manipulate an infants feeding bottle. If a predextrous 
infant is left to feed from a baby bottle without adult supervision, the infant frequently 
drops the bottle and is unable to retrieve the bottle and reinsert the nipple into its 
mouth. Even if the infant does not drop the bottle, the infant may be distracted and 
put the bottle aside for a period of time. When the infant wants to resume feeding it 
will again face the challenge of retrieving the bottle and reinserting the nipple into its 
mouth. 

One solution to the problem of an infant's inability to dextrously manipulate its 
feeding bottle is to have an adult in constant attendance while the infant is feeding. 
This solution may be infeasible when, for example, the adult is supervising other 
children. Another solution to the problem of an infant's inability to dextrously 
manipulate its feeding bottle is to utilize a device that holds the bottle while the infant 
is feeding, i.e., a baby bottle holder. A number of problems must be addressed, 
however, when designing and constructing a baby bottle holder. 

A baby bottle holder must be stably attached to a support surface in order to 
prevent an infant from inadvertently pushing the bottle holder out of reach, or causing 
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the bottle holder to fall onto the infant's body. Although a baby bottle holder 
constructed from a dense, heavy material will be more difficult for an infant to 
dislodge, there is the inherent danger that if a heavy bottle holder falls onto an infant it 
will cause serious injury. Thus, a baby bottle holder should preferably be constructed 
5 from a lightweight material that is securely attached to a support structure located in 
the vicinity of a feeding infant. Ideally, a baby bottle holder should be securely 
attachable to a wide variety of structures, such as a baby's high chair or a baby's car 
seat. Additionally, the height of a baby bottle holder should be adjustable so that the 
bottle can be presented at the correct height to children of different sizes, or to the 

10 same child as it grows. 

A baby bottle holder should support the bottle at an angle that permits the 
milk to flow to the nipple-end of the bottle under the force of gravity. Additionally, 
the angle of the bottle relative to a feeding infant should be adjustable to ensure that 
the nipple attached to the bottle is presented at the optimum angle to facilitate 

15 feeding. 

Since an infant often spills milk, or other liquid nutrient, while feeding, a baby 
bottle holder should be constructed from a material, or covered with a material, that is 
washable. If a baby bottle holder is covered with a washable material, the cover can 
optionally be removable to facilitate cleaning. 

20 Finally, a baby bottle holder should ideally present a pleasing and stimulating 

appearance to the infant, for example through the use of bright colors, toys attached 
to the holder or by designing the bottle holder itself in the form of an animal or other 
attractive and entertaining shape. 

Further, although a baby bottle holder is especially adapted for use with a 

25 predextrous infant, a baby bottle holder can also be used with an older child that has 
acquired sufficient manual dexterity to manipulate a feeding bottle. In the case of the 
older child, tha baby bottle holder conveniently supports the baby bottle while 
permitting the child to direct its attention to its environment. In this way, the child 
does not inadvertently drop the bottle when distracted by some other event. 

30 Summary of the Invention 

The present invention provides a baby bottle holder for holding a baby bottle 
within ready access of a feeding infant. The baby bottle holder includes a bottle 
support that stably and securely holds a baby bottle, a cover that encloses the bottle 
support and a strap for securely attaching the baby bottle holder to a substrate. The 
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bottle holder retains a baby bottle at an angle that facilitates the flow of a liquid 
nutrient within the bottle towards an outlet defined by the bottle wall. 

A first preferred embodiment of the present invention provides a foam block 
having an upper surface, a lower surface, a front face, a rear face, a first end and a 
5 second end. The upper surface slopes downwards from the rear face to the front face 
so that, when viewed from either the first end or the second end, the block has a 
trapezoidal cross-section with the two vertical sides being parallel, while the upper 
edge diverges from the lower edge. The block defines a groove that opens onto the 
central portion of the upper surface and the upper, central portion of the front face. 

10 The groove slopes downwards, at an angle of approximately 45° relative to a 
horizontal plane, from the distal portion of the upper surface towards the proximal 
portion of the upper surface. The groove is thus configured to receive a baby bottle 
at such an angle that the fluid contents of the bottle flow, under the force of gravity, 
towards an opening defined by the bottle wall. The block is completely enclosed in a 

15 removable, washable cover formed in the shape of an animate object, preferably an 
animal, most preferably a cow. The cover includes a pouch, for housing a baby bottle, 
that is seated within the groove. An inflatable bladder is attached to the lower surface 
of the cover. The baby bottle holder also includes a strap, bearing a buckle, that is 
attached to the lower surface of the bladder and extends beyond both the first end and 

20 the second end of the block. 

In operation, the cover encloses the block and is secured thereon by means of 
a fastener, preferably a zipper. The pouch sewn into the cover is received within the 
groove defined by the block. A bottle is inserted into the pouch and retained therein 
mainly by the compressive resilience of the foam block. An adjustable strap is fixedly 

25 attached at one end to the portion of the cover that encloses the upper surface of the 
block. The strap extends across the upper aspect of the pouch-lined groove and is 
inserted into a loop attached to the cover. The strap can be tightened to help retain 
the bottle within the pouch-lined groove. Additionally, a retainer sewn into the front 
of the pouch prevents the bottle from sliding forward and out of the pouch. The baby 

30 bottle holder is securely attached to a supporting structure, such as the horizontal, 
table member of a baby's high chair, by wrapping the strap attached to the lower 
surface of the cover around the supporting structure and securing the ends of the 
strap by means of a buckle. The height of the baby bottle holder can be adjusted by 
inflating or deflating the bladder attached to the lower surface of the cover. 
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A second preferred embodiment of the baby bottle holder of the present 
invention is identical to the first preferred embodiment, except that a loop is formed in 
the portion of the strap, used to attach the baby bottle holder to a horizontal support 
surface, attached to the lower surface of the inflatable bladder. The strap loop 
5 receives a C-clamp which can be used to secure the baby bottle holder to a horizontal 
surface, such as the horizontal member of a table. 

The present invention thus provides for a structurally stable, light-weight baby 
bottle holder that can be securely attached to a structure that supports an infant, or to 
a structure that is located close to a feeding infant. The baby bottle holder of the 
10 present invention holds a bottle at an angle that facilitates the flow of a nutrient liquid 
out of the bottle under the force of gravity, thereby aiding the feeding process. The 
soft, light-weight construction of the bottle holder of the present invention permits the 
bottle holder to rest on the child's body when the child is seated, for example, in a 
child's car seat. The angle and height of the bottle can be adjusted within the pouch- 
15 lined groove in order to ensure that the bottle is conveniently presented to the infant. 
Additionally, the bottle holder of the present invention preferably includes a bladder 
that can be completely or partially inflated or deflated in order to raise or lower the 
bottle relative to the infant. The baby bottle holder of the present invention is 
enclosed in a cover that is preferably removable and washable, thereby facilitating the 
20 process of removing spilled food and other waste material. The cover is also formed 
in the shape of an animate object, preferably an animal, and most preferably a cow, 
that presents a pleasing and entertaining appearance to the feeding child. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
The foregoing aspects and many of the attendant advantages of this invention 
25 will become more readily appreciated as the same becomes better understood by 
reference to the following detailed description, when taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIGURE 1 is a three-dimensional, environmental view of the assembled, first 
preferred embodiment of the baby bottle holder of the present invention shown in 
30 relation to a feeding infant seated in a high chair. 

FIGURE 2 is a three-dimensional view of the assembled, first preferred 
embodiment of the baby bottle holder of the present invention. 

FIGURE 3 is an exploded view of the first preferred embodiment of the baby 
bottle holder of the present invention, including a baby bottle. 
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FIGURE 4 is a view of the lower surface of the second preferred embodiment 
of the baby bottle holder of the present invention. 

Detailed Desc ription of the Preferred Embodiment 
The present invention provides a baby bottle holder that is lightweight and 
includes a removable, washable cover that is in the form of an animate object, such as 
a cow. The baby bottle holder includes an inflatable bladder for adjusting the height 
of the baby bottle holder, and a strap, attached to the lower surface of the bladder, for 
securely attaching the baby bottle holder to a horizontal, supporting structure. 

With reference to FIGURES 1-3, and in particular to FIGURE 3, the first 
preferred embodiment of the baby bottle holder 10 of the present invention includes a 
soft, foam block 12 having a front face 14, a rear face 16, a first end 18, a second end 
20, a lower surface 22 and an upper surface 24. Block 12 has a generally cubical 
shape except that upper surface 24 slopes downwards from the upper edge of rear 
face 16 towards the upper edge of front face 14. Thus, when viewed from either first 
end 18 or from second end 20, block 12 has a trapezoidal cross-section with the two 
vertical sides being parallel, while the upper edge diverges from the lower edge. 
Block 12 defines a generally elongate, rectangular groove 26 that opens onto the 
central portion of upper surface 24 and onto the upper, central portion of front face 
14. Groove 26 thus slopes downwards, at an angle of approximately 45° relative to a 
horizontal plane, from the distal portion, adjacent rear face 16, of upper surface 24 
towards the proximal portion, adjacent front face 14, of upper surface 24. 

Block 12 is completely enclosed by a cover 28 that can be made from any 
suitable material, but preferably from a washable fabric or from a water-resistant vinyl 
composition. Cover 28 includes a front face 30, a rear face 32, a first end 34, a 
second end 36, a lower surface 38 and an upper surface 40. Cover 28 includes a 
zipper 42 that continuously extends along substantially the entire length of the midline 
of cover second end 36, along the entire length of the midline of cover rear face 32 
and along less than one half of the length of the midline of cover first end 34. Zipper 
42 can be opened in order to receive block 12 within cover 28. While a zipper is 
utilized in the first preferred embodiment of the present invention, one of ordinary 
skill in the art will recognize that any closure, such as studs or clips, can be utilized. 

Cover 28 also includes a pouch 44 having a lower portion 46, an upper 
portion 48 and a retainer 50. Lower portion 46 includes a rear end 52 and a front end 
54 [not shown] and is conformable to the shape of groove 26. Upper portion 48 of 
pouch 44 begins forward of rear end 52 of lower portion 46 and forms the enclosed, 
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upper aspect of pouch 44. An opening 56 is thus defined between lower portion rear 
end 52 and the edge of upper portion 48 closest to lower portion rear end 52. Upper 
portion 48 is of a generally elongate, tubular shape and tapers towards cover front 
face 30 to form an adjustable, annular opening 58. Retainer 50 extends across the 
5 proximal portion of groove 26 that opens onto block front face 14 and is attached to 
upper portion 48 of pouch 44. Retainer 50 restricts the forward motion of a bottle 
housed within pouch 44. 

Cover 28 and pouch 44 can be of unitary construction, or pouch 44 can be 
separately constructed and incorporated, for example by stitching, into cover 28. 

10 Since most of the milk, or other liquid nutrient, spilled by the feeding infant is likely to 
contact and accumulate within pouch 44, pouch 44 is preferably constructed from a 
water-resistant material, such as a water-resistant vinyl composition. One of ordinary 
skill in the art will recognize, however, that pouch 44 can be made from any art- 
recognized, water-resistant material such as, but not limited to, suede. 

15 Additionally, cover 28 includes a pouch strap 60 having a first end 62 and a 

second end 64. Pouch strap first end 62 is fixedly attached, for example by stitching, 
to cover upper surface 40 immediately adjacent to the side of pouch 44 closest to 
cover first end 34. Pouch strap 60 is composed of a first layer 66 and a second layer 
68. First layer 66 is constructed from the hook-bearing component of a hook-and- 

20 loop fastener material, such as Velcro, and includes hooks mounted on a backing 
material. Second layer 68 of pouch strap 60 is constructed from the loop-bearing 
component of a hook-and-loop fastener material, such as Velcro, and includes loops 
mounted on a backing material. First layer 66 and second layer 68 are stitched 
together along their respective lengths with the hooked surface of first layer 66 in 

25 face-to-face contact with the backing material of second layer 68. First layer 66 is 
longer than second layer 68, thus pouch strap second end 64 is formed from the 
portion of first layer 66 that extends beyond pouch strap second layer 68. Cover 28 
also includes a loop 70 secured, for example by stitching, to the portion of cover 
upper surface 40 that is adjacent pouch 44 and is directly opposite pouch strap first 

30 end 62. 

Cover 28 can be in the shape of any animate object, but preferably an animal, 
and most preferably a cow. As shown in the figures, especially FIGURE 2, the body 
of the cow is formed from the portion of cover 28 enclosing block 12, while legs 86, 
88, 90 and 92 are attached, for example by stitching, to the four corners of cover 
35 front face 30 and project away from front face 30. Legs 86, 88, 90 and 92 are 
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preferably covered with the same material as the body of cover 28, and are stuffed 
with foam or some other soft material. Pouch 44, including a bottle 93 inserted 
therein, represents the udder of the cow. The first preferred embodiment of baby 
bottle holder 10 includes a head 94 which, like legs 86, 88, 90 and 92, is preferably 
5 covered with the same material as the body of cover 28, and is stuffed with foam or 
some other soft material. In the first preferred embodiment shown in figures 1-3, 
especially FIGURE 3, head 94 is removably attached to cover 28 at the corner of 
cover upper surface 40 adjacent to the intersection of cover first end 34, cover rear 
face 32 and cover upper surface 40. Head 94 is removably attached to cover 28 by 

10 means of a hook-and-loop fastener such as Velcro strips 95 shown in FIGURE 3, 
although any closure known to one skilled in the art can be utilized. Also, while 
Velcro strips 95, shown in the figures, are oriented parallel to the intersection of cover 
front face 30 and cover upper surface 40, it will be readily apparent to one of ordinary 
skill in the art that Velcro strips 95 can have any one of numerous orientations on 

15 cover upper surface 40. By way of non-limiting example, Velcro strips 95 can be 
oriented diagonally on cover upper surface 40. Alternatively, head 94 can be fixedly 
attached to cover 28, for example by stitching. One skilled in the art will readily 
appreciate that numerous, minor modifications can be made to the cover that fall 
within the scope of the invention. For example, toys may be attached to one or more 

20 of legs 86, 88, 90 and 92, and cover 28 can include surface indicia having a wide 
variety of colors and patterns. 

Although cover 28 of baby bottle holder 10 is preferably in the shape of an 
animate object, most preferably in the shape of a cow, cover 28 is not necessarily 
formed in the shape of an animate object. For example, cover 28 may simply conform 

25 to the shape of block 12. Additionally, toys or other figures can be attached to cover 
28. When the attached figure is a figure of an animate object, such as a teddy bear, 
the figure may be fixedly attached, for example in a sitting position, to upper surface 
40 of cover 28, thereby generating the appearance that the seated figure is feeding the 
infant. The appearance that the seated figure is feeding the infant can be enhanced by 

30 attaching at least one arm of the sitting figure to cover upper surface 40 close to 
pouch 44. 

Baby bottle holder 10 of the present invention preferably includes an inflatable 
bladder 72 for raising or lowering the height of baby bottle holder 10. Thus, as shown 
in the figures, especially FIGURE 3, inflatable bladder 72 can be fixedly attached, for 
35 example by stitching, to the entire outer aspect of cover lower surface 38. If it is 
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desired to increase the height of baby bottle holder 10, air can be blown into bladder 
72 through inlet 74 which can be fitted with a removable cap 76 to prevent the escape 
of air from bladder 72. The height of baby bottle holder 10 can thus be increased or 
decreased by a desired amount by completely, or partially, inflating or deflating 
5 bladder 72. It is understood that, while bladder 72 is shown attached to the outer 
aspect of cover lower surface 38 in the first preferred embodiment shown in figures 1- 
3, bladder 72 may also be attached to block lower surface 22. If attached to the outer 
aspect of cover lower surface 38, bladder 72 is preferably constructed from a 
washable material such as vinyl. 

10 With reference again to figures 1-3, especially FIGURE 2, baby bottle holder 

10 additionally includes a strap 78 fixedly attached, for example by stitching, along the 
length of the midline of the lower surface 79 of bladder 72. A first end 80 of strap 78 
extends beyond cover first end 34, and a second end 82 of strap 78 extends beyond 
cover second end 36. A male mating fitting 84 and a female mating fitting 85 are 

15 slidably mounted on strap first end 80 and strap second end 82, respectively. 

The operation of the first preferred embodiment of baby bottle holder 10 of 
the present invention is now described in detail. As shown in FIGURE 3, first 
preferred embodiment of baby bottle holder 10 is assembled by inserting block 12 into 
cover 28 through the opening in cover rear face 32 created when zipper 42 is 

20 unzipped. Block 12 is secured within cover 28 by closing zipper 42. A baby bottle 
93, bearing a nipple 96 at one end, is inserted, nipple first, into opening 56 of pouch 
44 so that nipple 96 protrudes through annular opening 58, as more clearly shown in 
FIGURE 2. Bottle 93 is retained within pouch 44, which, in turn, is housed within 
groove 26, in part by the compressive resilience of the foam material used to 

25 construct block 12. 

In operation, pouch strap 60 is looped across pouch 44, containing baby bottle 
93, and pouch strap second end 64 is inserted into loop 70. Pouch strap 60 is drawn 
through loop 70 thereby tightening pouch strap 60 against baby bottle 93, by a desired 
amount. Pouch strap 60 is folded back towards pouch strap first end 62 so that the 

30 portion of pouch strap first layer 66 that extends beyond pouch strap second layer 68, 
and forms pouch strap second end 64, is brought into face-to-face contact with pouch 
strap second layer 68. The hooks on pouch strap second end 64 thus securely engage 
the loops on pouch strap second layer 68, thereby firmly positioning pouch strap 60 
across pouch upper portion 48. 
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Both the depth and angle of baby bottle 93 within groove 26 are adjusted by 
pushing downwards on baby bottle 93. Thus, for example, by pushing down on the 
end of baby bottle 93 distal to nipple 96, nipple 96 is raised relative to the face of an 
infant seated facing block first face 14. Conversely, application of a downward force 
5 on the end of baby bottle 93 bearing nipple 96 causes nipple 96 to be lowered relative 
to the face of an infant seated facing block front face 14. Adjustment of the height 
and angle of baby bottle 93 within pouch 44 is facilitated by constructing block 12 
from a soft, resilient, compressible material, such as a soft, flexible polyurethane or 
polyethylene blend. 

10 Baby bottle holder 10 of the first preferred embodiment of the present 

invention is designed to be attached to one or more horizontal members of any 
structure that supports an infant, or to a horizontal structure located close to an 
infant. In particular, baby bottle holder 10 of the present invention can be attached to 
an infant's car seat, or to the horizontal table member of an infant's high chair. 

15 FIGURE 1 shows the first preferred embodiment of baby bottle holder 10 of the 
present invention attached to a baby ! s high chair 98. Assembled baby bottle holder 10 
is supported by baby's high chair 98 with cover lower surface 38, and block lower 
surface 22, resting on high chair horizontal table member 100. Strap first end 80 and 
strap second end 82 each extend under high chair horizontal table member 100 and 

20 are connected thereunder by means of male mating fitting 84 and female mating fitting 
85. Once strap first end 80 and strap second end 82 are connected, strap 78 can be 
tightened around high chair horizontal table member 100 by sliding either one or both 
of male mating fitting 84 and female mating fitting 85 along strap first end 80 and 
strap second end 82, respectively. 

25 The height of baby bottle 93 relative to the feeding infant f s face can be altered 

by pushing down on the baby bottle to increase the depth to which baby bottle 93 
penetrates groove 26, and/or by inflating or deflating bladder 72. Thus, for example, 
blowing air into bladder 72 increases the height of baby bottle holder 10 and, hence, 
increases the height of baby bottle 93 relative to a seated infant's face. 

30 FIGURE 4 shows the lower surface of a second preferred embodiment of baby 

bottle holder 10 which is identical to the first preferred embodiment of baby bottle 
holder 10, except that a portion of strap 78 forms a loop 102 in strap 78 that is 
centrally-located on lower surface 79 of bladder 72. As shown in FIGURE 4, loop 
102 receives a C-clamp 104 which can be used to secure baby bottle holder 10 to a 

35 horizontal surface, such as the horizontal surface of a table. Preferably the upper 



WO 99/51127 



-10- 



PCT/US99/07300 



portion 106 of C-cJamp 104 is flattened so that it does not protrude upwards to an 
extent sufficient to prevent lower surface 22 of foam block 12 from stably resting on a 
horizontal support member, such as the horizontal surface of a table. 

The second preferred embodiment of baby bottle holder 10 of the present 
invention is adapted for use, for example, where the feeding child is seated within a 
high chair that does not include a horizontal table member, and strap 78 is not long 
enough to wrap around an available horizontal support surface. In this situation, C- 
clamp 104 secures baby bottle holder 10 to a horizontal support surface, such as the 
horizontal surface of a table, and the high chair is located sufficiently close to the 
horizontal member supporting baby bottle holder 10 that the seated child can feed 
from the bottle retained within baby bottle holder 10. While the second preferred 
embodiment of the present invention utilizes a C-clamp, as shown in FIGURE 4, to 
attach baby bottle holder 10 to a horizontal support structure, one of ordinary skill in 
the art will readily appreciate that other types of clamps can be utilized in place of a 
C-clamp. For example, a C-shaped spring clamp can be utilized whereby the tension 
generated when the two ends of the C-shaped spring clamp are forced apart causes 
the two ends to grip a horizontal support member inserted therebetween. 

While the preferred embodiments of the invention have been illustrated and 
described, it will be appreciated that various changes can be made therein without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege 
is claimed are defined as follows: 

1 . A baby bottle holder comprising: 

a bottle support; 

a cover enclosing said bottle support, said cover being in the 
form of an animate object; and 

a strap attached to at least a portion of said cover for securing 
said bottle holder to a substrate. 

2. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein the bottle support is a light- 
weight block made from a resilient material and defining a groove for receiving a baby 
bottle, said light-weight block supporting said baby bottle at an angle that facilitates 
the flow of liquid nutrient within the bottle toward an outlet from the bottle. 

3. The baby bottle holder of Claim 2 wherein the light-weight block 
includes an upper surface, a lower surface, a front face, a rear face, a first end and a 
second end, said upper surface sloping downwards from said rear face to said front 
face so that, when viewed from either said first end or from said second end, said 
light-weight block has a trapezoidal cross-section. 

4. The baby bottle holder of Claim 3 wherein the said groove opens onto 
the central portion of said upper surface and the upper, central portion of said front 
face, said groove sloping downwards from the distal portion of said upper surface 
towards the proximal portion of said upper surface. 

5. The baby bottle holder of Claim 2 wherein said baby bottle is 
supported at an angle of approximately 45 degrees relative to a horizontal plane. 

6. The baby bottle holder of Claim 2 wherein said cover further 
comprises a pouch conformable to the shape of said groove, a retainer attached to the 
proximal portion of said pouch for limiting the forward motion of said baby bottle 
within said pouch, and an adjustable strap extending across the upper aspect of said 
pouch. 

7. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein the cover is in the form of 
an animate object. 

8. The baby bottle holder of Claim 7 wherein the cover is removable. 



9. 



The baby bottle holder of Claim 8 wherein the cover is washable. 
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10. The baby bottle holder of Claim 7 wherein the cover is in the form of a 

cow. 

11. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein said cover further 
comprises at least one figure of an animate object, said figure being attached to at 
least a portion of said cover. 

12. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein said cover further 
comprises at least one figure of an inanimate object, said figure being attached to at 
least a portion of said cover. 

13. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein a portion of said strap 
forms a loop, said loop receiving a clamp for securely attaching said baby bottle 
holder to a horizontal support. 

14. A baby bottle holder comprising: 

a light-weight block configured to support a bottle at an angle 
whereby nutrient liquid within the bottle flows toward an outlet from the bottle; 

a removable, washable cover enclosing said block, said cover 
being in the form of an animate object; and 

a strap attached to at least a portion of said cover for securing 
said bottle holder to a support structure. 

15. A baby bottle holder comprising: 

a light-weight block configured to hold a bottle at an angle 
whereby nutrient liquid within the bottle flows toward an outlet from the bottle; 

a removable, washable cover enclosing said block, said cover 
being in the form of an animate object; 

an inflatable bladder attached to at least a portion of the outer 
aspect of said cover; and 

a strap attached to at least a portion of said bladder for 
securing said bottle holder to a support structure. 

16. The baby bottle holder of Claim 15 wherein a portion of said 
strap forms a loop, said loop receiving a clamp for securely attaching said baby bottle 
holder to a horizontal support. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 24 August 1999 (24.08.99); 
original claims 1-16 replaced by new claims 1-10 (2 pages)] 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege 
is claimed are defined as follows: 

1. A baby bottle holder adapted for attachment to a horizontal support 
member in the vicinity of a feeding infant, comprising: 

a bottle support, said bottle support comprising a light-weight 
block comprising an upper surface, a lower surface, a front face, a rear face, a first 
end and a second end, said upper surface sloping downwards from said rear face to 
said front face so that, when viewed from either said first end or from said second 
end, said light-weight block has a trapezoidal cross-section; 

a groove defined by said light-weight block, said groove opening onto 
a central portion of said upper surface and an upper, central portion of said front face, 
said groove sloping downwards towards said front face and being adapted to retain a 
baby bottle at a downward angle relative to a horizontal plane thereby facilitating the 
flow of liquid nutrient out of the baby bottle; 

a cover enclosing said bottle support, said cover being in the 
form of an animate object; and 

a strap attached to at least a portion of said cover for securing 
said bottle holder to a horizontal support member. 

2. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein said groove is oriented at 
an angle of approximately 45 degrees relative to a horizontal plane. 

3. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein said cover further 
comprises a pouch conformable to the shape of said groove, said pouch comprising 
an upper aspect, a retainer forming a proximal portion of said pouch for limiting the 
forward motion of a baby bottle within said pouch, and an adjustable strap extending 
across the upper aspect of said pouch. 

4. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein the cover is removable. 

5. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein the cover is washable. 

6. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein the cover is in the form of 

a cow. 
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7. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein said cover further 
comprises at least one additional figure of an animate object. 

8. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein said cover further 
comprises at least one figure of an inanimate object. 

9. The baby bottle holder of Claim 1 wherein a portion of said strap 
forms a loop, said loop receiving a clamp for securely attaching said baby bottle 
holder to a horizontal support. 

10. A baby bottle holder adapted for attachment to a horizontal support 
member in the vicinity of a feeding infant, comprising: 

a bottle support, said bottle support comprising a light-weight 
block comprising an upper surface, a lower surface, a front face, a rear face, a first 
end and a second end, said upper surface sloping downwards from said rear face to 
said front face so that, when viewed from either said first end or from said second 
end, said light-weight block has a trapezoidal cross-section; 

a groove defined by said light-weight block, said groove opening onto 
a central portion of said upper surface and an upper, central portion of said front face, 
said groove sloping downwards towards said front face and being adapted to retain a 
baby bottle at a downward angle relative to a horizontal plane thereby facilitating the 
flow of liquid nutrient out of the baby bottle; 

a cover enclosing said bottle support, said cover being in the form of 
an animate object; 

an inflatable bladder attached to at least a portion of a lower surface of 

said cover; and 

a strap attached to at least a portion of said bladder for securing said 
bottle holder to a horizontal support member. 
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